
The Academy of Makers hosted the Savour exhibition as part of Galvanise 2008 last November.  Currently we have 
five craftspeople who run their own businesses from workshops based around the courtyard at Butcher Works. 
Butcher Works was built in 1819 and renovated in 2006.  The Academy of Makers also incorporates an organic café, 
providing high-quality food for the local university population and the general public.  We also have a gallery, Butcher 
Works Gallery, which has a programme of themed exhibitions throughout the year, including shows organised by the 
craftspeople at the Academy.  It also includes college shows of student work, such as the end of year exhibition.

We will be hosting a show called Made in Sheffield, which aims to show some of the amazing things made here, such 
as Olympic in-line ice skates, titanium hip joints and medical instruments.  The Academy also offers work experience 
to students in their second and third years at Freeman College and promotes traditional craftsmanship in Sheffield.
Butcher Works was an edge tool factory and they made things like chisels and wood-making planes and these were 
mostly exported to the USA in the days of the new frontier.  They were the second company to make the Bowie knife 
(of “Jim Bowie at the Alamo” fame).  Butcher Works closed in the mid-1980s.

Duncan Edwards, Manager of the Academy of Makers
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Web: www.academyof makers .co.uk

The Makers

Annette Petch: Jeweller

I started making jewellery when I was sixteen, on my Art and Design Foundation course in 
Northampton. I moved to Sheffield to do a degree in Three Dimensional Design, specialising 
in jewellery and silversmithing.  After leaving college, I stayed in Sheffield and set up my own 
jewellery business. Six years later, I retrained to become a teacher of Design and Technology, 
and spent many years teaching students to design and make items in wood, metal and plastics. 
Later I started work as a tutor at Freeman College, teaching jewellery, and began making my 
own jewellery again.  I make jewellery and small decorative objects in silver and gold, and show 
my work in exhibitions and galleries and also work to commission. I specialise in traditional 
techniques such as chasing and repoussé, and hand made chains, to produce work influenced by 

natural forms such as flowers, leaves, pods and shells, and the secret spaces enclosed within them. I am continuing to 
develop my own practice, as well as offering work experience to students from Freeman College. I also offer evening 
classes and one day courses to the public.

Richard Priestley: Contempory Gold and Silver Jeweller

I am a designer and maker of contemporary jewellery in silver and gold with precious and semi 
precious stones.I am also a lapidarist or stone cutter with over twenty years experience and so 
most of my designs are either inlaid with or contain stones which I have hand cut and polished 
from rough samples gathered from all over the world. This work is carried out using various 
saws, grinding wheels and belts all using industrial diamond as an abrasive and water as both a 
coolant and lubricant and some of these machines I have designed and built myself. After study-
ing art and design in Sheffield, I entered the jewellery trade working for a company in a pic-
turesque part of the Peak District making jewellery for many of the top independent Jewellery 
shops in the country and some in Europe. I now have my own workshop in the Butcher works 
as part of the Academy of Makers and take two Freeman College students for one day a week for work experience. 
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