
Weaving at Freeman College

with tutor, Stuart Groom

Introduction by Stuart Groom

I have been involved in weaving, spinning and dyeing 
for over 20 years, initially supporting my wife Jean who 
spins, knits and sews. I actually took the plunge some 12 
years ago to take up weaving more seriously and went 
on several courses, where the bug just got stronger, 
and I decided to take early retirement from the railway 
industry. This allowed me to spend more time working on 
my weaving, working for myself  and study Hand Weaving 
and Design for a formal qualification. 

After qualifying I came to Freeman college to stand in 
for Mary Attard –Weaving Tutor until October 2008 – 
who was ill right at the start of the new intake year in 
September 2007 – just for a few weeks and I am still 
here - and loving every moment of it. I am a member of 
the Derbyshire Guild of Weavers Spinners and Dyers, 
the Online Guild of W.S.D and I also sit on the national 
General Purposes Committee for the Association of 
Guilds of Weavers Spinners and Dyers where my specific 
responsibility is for organising the Association’s stand at 
the many national exhibitions around the UK.  

Along with my wife, I attend many courses, workshops, 
lecture and demonstrate our crafts to the wider public. 
And in my spare time I am heavily involved with scouting 
here in the UK and particularly in Derbyshire where 
I am Deputy County Commissioner, a member of the 
County Adult Training team and the organiser of the Peak 
2010 International Scout and Guide camp for 6000+ 
participants to be held in July 2010, in the grounds of 
Chatsworth House.

Nick Caulfield started as a student support worker and 
during sessions in the weaving studios showed that he 
had a great affinity with the subject as well as being good 
with the students in our particular environment. When 
Mary Attard left, Nick was successfully interviewed and 
took on the role of Tutor/Apprentice Weaver and will 
be going onto Bradford College in September 2009 to 
complete a formal weaving qualification. In the mean 
time he is having a go on all the different loom types we 
currently have here in the studio, learning to make warps 
and thread up the looms as well as having his own group 
of students.

We moved into the fabulous two-room studio facilities 
here at Sterling Works in January 2008, moving from 
our very cramped studio at the Tintagel site over the 
Christmas period.

We have a lot of equipment with which to offer a very 
wide range of experiences for the students, from drop 
spindling & spinning through Inkle loom braids to 
Japanese Braid making and onto using our newly acquired 
pair of George Wood 16 shaft Dobby looms. Most of the 
equipment we have to use has either been donated to 
the college, on loan from contacts of mine or belongs 
to me and, through guild contacts, we are constantly 
being called with offers of more equipment or yarns. We 
encourage the students through our scheme of work to 
have a go at a whole range of related skills, both during 
OCN (Open College Network) sessions and general 
weaving sessions. We like the students to display their 
work both within the studios and elsewhere around the 
college.

Hopefully the images and comments of and by our 
current students will convey to others just how 
therapeutically exciting and rewarding weaving can be for 
our students.

I love my job here at Freeman College, as does Nick, 
and long may we continue to work within this fabulous 
environment with such a rewarding group of young 
people and of course with such other wonderful like-
minded staff.
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